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Mr PEARCE *oid be bad beeu charged with the presenta¬
tion to the Senate of a memorial, the-subject and character of
which required that he should a»k the indulgence of the Sen-
ale while lie made a few reiuarka. This memorial was adopt¬
ed al a meeting of the citizens of Queen Anne's county, in the
Mtale of Maryland. It relates to the condition of the Oregon
question, the righu of Um* nation, and the duly of the CSoveni-
inent in regard to that question. It is entitled to much reaped :

for it itf not the voice of faction ; it does not utter the language
of party ; it is not the contrivance of livere politician*, whose
business is to arraign or to defend an Administration, chiefly
with a view to their own personal advancement. It ia the
voice of the people, spoken in a primary assembly of the peo¬
ple of both political parties, met to exercise their undoubted
right of examining the ueMuren of Government, and speak¬
ing freely their opini<tns. Thin meeting was called by gentle¬
men of the political party to which I am opposed. It* officers
were divided, but those who couduetod the proceedings and
debates were all of the same school of politics as yourself, air.
They are all well known to me, and I can vouch for them in¬
dividually as persons of intelligence, honor, and weight of
character. The gentleman who |*>nned the memorial ia a

man verifiable fur years and for all that can give dignity to
character or authority to opinion.the ardent friend of Gen.
Jack«on, the supporter of Mr. Van lluren's administration,
and of tlie present Chief Hagistrale. 'Die maw of the meet¬
ing was composed of the members of an agricultural commu¬
nity as respectable for intelligence, honesty, and patriotic spirit
a* those of any rural district in the country.men who love
their country, its institutions, and ita true glory ; as little like¬
ly to be influenced by timid apprehensions of British power as

by the rmt of |tolitieal demagogues; ready to make any sacri¬
fice to sustain the Government in the vindication of clear and
undoubted rights, and resolved to hold it to the strictest ac¬
countability if they should he involved in an unnecessary war.
They believe that the peace of the country is seriously endan¬
gered by the condition of the Oregon controversy. They had
noticed the declaration made by the Presideut in his inaugu¬
ral .-|*ech that our light to lite whole of Uie Oregon territory
was clear and indisputable, and they express the startled sur¬
prise with which they heard this declaration. They saw that
the President, in his message at the beginning of this Con¬
gress, had informed the country that all attempts at compro¬mise had failed ; that the inadmissible demands of the BritUh
t ioverameut, and the rejection of our proposition*, uHorded
satisfactory evidence that no compromise which the Govern¬
ment of the United States ought to accept could be effected;that our title to the whole territory had been asserted and
maintained by irrefragable facts and arguments ; that it hud
become the duty of Congress to consider what means should
be adopted for the maintenance of our title to that territory ;that, in his opinion, notice should be given of the termination
of the joint occupancy under the convention of 1827 ; that, at
the expiration of the time of notice, we shall have reached a
jieriod when the national rights in Oregon must be either
abandoned or firmly maintained ; and that they cannot he
abandoned without the sacrifice of national honor and interest.
They had not the advantage of the construction which the

Senator from North Carolina has so ingeniously given to these
and other passages in the President's message, and they verynaturally coucluded that if no compromise could be effected
which the President would accept, if the joint occupancy were
to be terminated, as he advised, and our title to tlie whole of
Oregon, sustained by irrefragable facts and arguments, was to
he firmly maintained, there could lie uo mode of doing thisex-
cept by an appeal to the sword. They were confirmed in this
opinion when they saw by the published correspondence that
the President would consent to no mode of arbitration, because
the territorial rights of this nation a-e not in his opinion a lit
subject for arbitration. Tliey were not ignorant of the princi¬ples adopted by writers on natural and national law, that, ac¬
cording to the publicists, all peaceable means of adjusting na¬
tional disputed should be employed before a resort to force ^that arbitration was one of these mean*, lieitig conformable to
the law of nations for the decision of every dispute which does
not involve rights essential to the existence of the nation, or
such as were so certain, clear, and incontcstalile that the
claims of the other party were manifest and insincere pretences.They knew that the United States had in various instances
submitted important national rights to arbitration, and that in
every cjse but one the result had lieen conclusive and Ratisfac-
t<wy to the nation. They knew that in lliese instance* the
' Jovernment ofthe United Htates had submi'.tnd territorial rightsto arbitration, 'litis was done, as they knew, by Jay's treatyin 1794. You will recollect, sir, tliat there was then a dis¬
pute as to the eastern boundary of Maine, arising from an un-
ot-tainty as to what was the river St. Croix intended by the
treaty ot Independence. Our territorial righU dependant up-<*. that question were by the fifth taction of that treaty refer-
ifti to what a commission in name ami form, hut in fact
» m! effect an arbitration. T*o commissioners were appoint*«.J by the respective Governments, with power to them lo
< txMte a third, ami tlic two Uaten*~ttl« urrced tKmi itwir ik.
etnun should he final. They e*f*tlt#d their duties and made
jr-i award, under vvhicii the Uuited Sutc* now hold titie U> a
large part of the then province of Maine.

Bo, too, in the treaty of Ghent, in 1814, teiritorial rights
iff re aolwnitted to arbitration. Under the fourth flection ot
r*»»t treaty the nghls of the respective Government* to certain

inds in the bay of PaBsainaquoddy were referred to two
cawutti.iopera, whose award was lo tie final, and if thev dif¬
fered the two Governments agreed to submit the point* of dif¬
ference to the decnaon of aome friendly Sovereign or NtaV,
which waa to be final and conclusive. Under tins reference
the United Htatea established their title to Moo»e, Frederick,and Dudley islands, in the bay of Pawamaquoddy.Other sections of the *Hme treaty provided for the settlement
of our title to other portions of ierrit'»ry. By one of these
commission* the island* in the river St. Lawrence and the
Jake* from Ontario to Huron were apportioned tietween the
two countries.

Another of these commissions, failing to settle the north¬
eastern boundary, which was committed to them, the rcfrr-
ence of that question wn* made in 1827 to the King of the
Netherlands. . |Thus, under the administrations of General Washington,
Mr. Madison, and Mr. Adams, the territorial rights of the
nation had been submitted to arbitration, with the concurrence
of the Senate in each instance. I<et it be remeinliered that
tbe men who thus declared that territorial rights were projar
subject* of arbitration, were the mo*t illustrious men of their
time, whose public purity and |>olitiral intelligence cannot lie
stained or discredited without disgrace to the national charac¬
ter. The country at large will have no difficulty in determin¬
ing whether the Administration of this day arc more enlight¬
ened and more patriotic than those conscript lather* whose
precedent* they scout.

Kir, t!»e intelligent men who reported this memorial knew
all these facU ; they had noticed also the speeches made in
Congress. They saw tlie chairman of the Committee on Fo¬
reign Allaire declaring that it was too late to consider the
question of title ; that the time had arrived for ac'iim, fur
yo**e»*itin ; that we stood committed to the maintenance of
our title to the whole territory up to .r>4° 40' ; that we were
committed by .the convention with Russia in 1834, by which,
indeed, we had only aliandoned a part of our extreme claim
under the Spanish cession, yielding to that Power 6° 21/ of
latitude, to which our title was jierfcctly good, if the Kjmnikhclaim which we had purchased was valid ; that we were com¬
mitted by the creed of the Baltimore < 'onventioo, by the elec¬
tion of 1844, and by tlie inaugural speech of tlie President.
That Senator said there was only one point remaining, whether
we bad nerve to maintain our rights. Perhaps, sit, I ought
to l»eg pardon of the Senate for the use of that word nercf,
which has been so l*andied al*>ut here that I think the lexi¬
cographers should furnish half a dozen new synonymes, and
leave that to be consecrated to ridicule hereafter.
'IV <» ¦¦¦<. ftwi.i Ofite imdrrtnuk «., |irr|Mre itvr Inwrto of

the people for war, l»y (lending the military power of England ;declaring that her navy, in effect, was reduced to one-third of
it« l-wmer |*>wer ; that we can put more naval force afloatIhsn *he can send to meet it; that she is the weakest of all
.iie five Kr).:l| Powers of Hurope, and even the weakest Go¬
vernment in the world, l>ecnu*e wholly unable to endure re-

"hI misfortune*; that she was weak at home, weak in
"' co'"ni*»fion, weak in her council*, and weak in her inter-Ml

I lie memorialist* differ from the Senator in all this. They.ay l it while they have full confidence in tbe courage andma is eiiergirs of t|..jr rountryrnen, they should be false to* tr°th a'x! to the true interest* of thecoun-'i, .I?,,'any «*c!t misapprehension. They do1? r"",>w" tnd uri.tecnved power of the/ ,
' ?*'*t00' f""" Senator but I do notnr^. il r "f »"«. t.*e I think theyg io.» .i hm(^ whieh an ingenious genlleinaii mayeastly ,mpo-e up*, hinaself, but cannot force ujon the convic¬ts, of any one ,|se. B,..K ,f̂ ^.hall not P to inquire tl,, p,iw,r of .T^JTT^ Tl to .i'- My constitu¬ents understood hi* and oth-r ^s-.-ehe., made by gJave 8*,*-tors here of mature political *xp.ri,nce, stimulant* U.thatwar*p,r,t which seldor. re.,0(r,.R e.eitemetil when nationalrights are invaded. If any thing ,41 have m*|, them doubtthis, it would have Is-. n the eitra«aei|M jf)by some public sfieaker* on ibis question. If the matter ha<!not been too serious, every one must have laughed at the e*-|traordinary rhetoric, good, bad, and indifferent, whirh lias Is-p.displayed on this subject. Why, sir, the Ameri an eagte ha*lieen illuhl rated in ways unheard of since the 4lh day of July1776, through each recurrence of that glorious anniversary'd.rwn t<) the present time. Mornetirws he has been re|ire*eiii-e<l a* soaring beyond mortal vision, into the regions of desti¬

ny ; then stoojing from his pride of place to pounce on tlie
pooi Briiifh lion mo.-t unfairly, while he was down, and make
liim spoil' hl.toj lik'" a whale. S<imetimes he has lieen sogro
esquely depkt»'d lint if was doubtful whether he wa* any ea

gle at all, or only some obscene bird uf prey.
^

AnJ lions and
eagles, oUuidaril*, banners, vwunli and whi|si have danced
through the long columns of tke newspaper* in what Junius
calla the " maze* of metaphorical confusion."

All these fervors and extravagenoes of eloquence and patri-
otiani have no! diverted the memorialists froui the sober con¬
sideration of the subject. From thuir retirement in the coun-

t ry tbey look out upon jM»liUcal movement* calmly but earn-
e.- tly watching closely the conduct of their public servant*.
They state that the relation* U-tween the United State*

arid Great Britain have occasioned deep and painful anxiety
to the American people 4 that our country in at present in a
i,talc of unexampled progress, and mutt attain the highest
pitch of glory, if not arrested by aome untoward event the
glory tbey mean is that which secures the safety, happiness,and pronj»erity of the people. Not tbat glory which *|>ring*from military, achievement.that false glare *' which leada to
bewilder and dazzle* to blind and which ban, a* tbey say,been higheat and proudeat in tbe history of aoinc nations
when tlte people were in the loweat condition of privationarid abatement.
They say that there are national rights which cannot be

abandoned, and national injuriea which must be redressed,but that the right must be clear, the iujuriea flagrant, and all
tuudea of amicable adjustment must he exhausted before a re¬
sort to arms. They then inquire what are our rights in Ore¬
gon, and examine briefly but forcibly the Spanish title. They
arc evidently informed of ail the negotiations on this subject,and of all those facts and arguments which have la-en so often
repealed in the lust thirty years thai aome persons think theyhave become irrefragable, though tlieae memorialists do not so
think. They refer to the frequent offers of partition made
by our Government, to the mutual occupancy of the territoryby virtue of conventions in force for twenty-eight years, and
to the negotiation of 1818, by which, if Sjiain then had a
good title t«i Oregon, the United Siatps and Great Britain,
they iay, unjustly and diabonorably combined to atrip that
heroic but fallen State uf tier territorial rights. They repelthis charge by showing tlie invalidity of the Spanish title. If
it be said, in reply to this, that there was a clause in tbc
convention of 1818 saving the rights of other States, it must,
at all events, In; admitted that when negotiating with England,
as the United States then were, for the division of the north¬
west territory, they could not have acknowledged and acqui¬
esced in, but must have deuied the antiquated claim of Spain
to the exclusive sovereignty of the territory. The memorial¬
ist* recite all tlie principles adopted by publicists as to territo¬
rial rights acquired by discovery, occupation, and settlement.
They remark that lor two hundred years alter her discoveries
Spain had not, at any time, a single settlement hii the coast
of the main land, from San Francisco to Prince William
Sound, either by authori y of the crown or by the private ad-
ventures of its subjects. That she never had but one scttle-
rneut.the one at Nootka Sound, on Vancouver's Island ;
which was made under (>eculiar circumstances, and abandoned
as soon as these circumstances ceased in 1795.from that day
to this naver having been restored. From all which tbey
pronounce the Spanish title void and invalid.
They express the liclief that this vexed question can be set¬

tled and ought to be settled without resort to force, and with¬
out impairing the honor or sacrificing tlie true interests ofcitlier
nation. In this belief I fully and cordially concur with them.
If the Administration has takes any erroneous steps, I trust
they will retrace them ; if tl»ey hod determined heretofore to
insist upon their extreme claim to 54° 41/, I trust they will
recede from this demand as their predecessors have done. I
hope tbey will conjure up no pliantoin of mistaken honor to
pursue to tbe destruction of tbe peace and best interests of
the country. I believe tbey can, if they will, settle this ques¬
tion honorably, peaceably, and satisfactorily. If they do so,
they will be sustained by nine-tenths of the American people,and in this they shall have my support as a Senator of the
United States.

Mr. PEAKCE then moved the printing of the memorial.
Mr. FAIRFIELD rose, not for the purpose of entering in¬

to the discussion, but simply to correct a slight misapprehen¬sion which the honorable Senator seemed to entertain in re¬
ference to the cases which had l«een submitted to arbitration
alluded to by him. He hn<) not tbe Ijooks of reference before
him, but if tbe Senator would examine th"in, he wouUI find
that tbe question miSmitlcd to arbitration in thane coses was
not the question of title. It was a mere submission of a geo¬graphical line in which the arbitrators had only to settle the
precise direction of a line already determined by the partiesThe commissioners were not to enter upon the title, but sim¬
ply to locate a line, on the face of the earth, showing where a

iioundary should be, which boundary had been already agreed
upon. It was ii'»t such a question as was proponed here in
reference to Oregon, and the Senator's exultation over these
cases as precedents was therefore premature. Instead of gain¬
ing any tiling we had lost two island* which of right belonged
to us, and hereupon gentlemen might say that a question of
title was involved. Not so, however ; for the commissioner*
went further than they were authorised to do, and we ought
never to have submitted to tfceir tiwird. What was the ques¬tion submitted to the decisioirof the King of the Netlterlauds*
Was it a question of title? Not at all. And that decision
was aet aside for the very rctson that he undertook to decide
upon a title which he Was not authorized to do. He thoughtthat the cases cited by tbc Senator did uot support las position.\Mm PKAITCR Mtiill J)p tiuui^Kl t fu> ¦nwwiii .hy ovarii
made by the King- of tbe Netherlands was aet aside, was be
cause it did nut decide tbe title made iu the other case. If
we lost two islands and fireat Britain had got them, he sup¬posed she had got the title to them ; tlie title he thought then
must have been in question.
The motion to print was agreed to.

REMARKS OF M*. JOHNSON, or Makxlai»i>.
On the following day the joint resolution to terminate the

treaty of joint occupancy came up a* the special onler,
Mr. REVERDY JOHN'HON, Iwing entitled to the floor,

addiessed the Senate nearly an follow* :

It is with unaffected emliarraHsment I rise to address the
S. n9te on the subject now under consideration ; but ita great
importance and the momentous issues involved in its final aet-
tlement are such as compel me, notwithstanding my distrust
of my own ability to be useful to my country, to make the at¬
tempt. We hava all felt that, at one time at least, (I trust
that time is now past,) we were in immiitent danger of
war. From the moment the President of tiie United States
deemed it right and becoming, in the lirHt step of his official
'duty, to announce to the world that our title to Oiegon was
clear and unquestionable, down to the period of his mesmgeto
Congress in I>eceml>er last, when he reiterated the declara¬
tion, 1 could not see how it wan possible that wir should lie
averted. That apprehension was rendered much more in¬
tense from the character of the dcliutes, not in this cham-
lier, hut elsewhere, as well aa from the s|scchea of some
of the President's (political friend* within this rhaml«er. I
could not but listen with alarm and dismay to what fell from
the very distinguished and experienced Senator from Michi¬
gan (Mr. Cass) at an early period of this dcWe ; and then
to what I hear.l from the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Hu-
mih* ;) ami, above all, to what wait said by the Senator
from Ohio, (Mr. \i.i.kt,) the chnirmin ot the Committee on
Foreign Relations, who, in my simplicity, I sup|swed must
necessarily Is-apprized of the views of the Government in re¬
gard to the foreran concerns of the country. Supposing the
condition of the country to lie what it was represented to lie
by the three Senators, I could not imagine how it could be
possible that that moat direful of all human calamities, war,
was to lie avoided : fend I was accordingly prepared to say, on
the hypothesis of the Senator Irom Michigan, that if the ef¬
forts at negotiation should fail, wur was.I will not sny, in the
language of the honorable Senator, " inevitable," liecnuse that
phrase teems on some account not to lie in favor with that
gentleman.but I will use his own paraphrase on his own ex¬
pression, nnd say I thought that " war must come."
What did they represent to be the condition of the nation '

I sjieat now more particularly of the last two Senators, from
Indian) and Ohio. They told us that negotiation was at an
rn«l ; that we were now thrtWn liacV on onr original rights ;
that our title to the wh<>lc country was lieyond all question ;and that the national honor must lie forfeited if that title should
not lie maintained by force of arms. I felt that he must have
been . careless and a profitless render of English history who
could indulge the hojie that, if such was to he the emirse awl
conduct of this country, war was not inevitalile. Then, in
addition to my own opinion, I heard it admitted by the honor¬
able Senator from Michigan, with that perfect candor which
always distinguishes him on this floor, that, in his opinion,England would never recede, and that war would l>e tbe ne¬

cessary result.
f n<iw rejoice in hoping ami believing, from what I have

su'ise«piently heard, that the fears of the Senate, as well as

my own apprehensions, were, as I think, unfounded. Since
then the statesmanlike view taken l>y ttie Senator from New
York who first addressed us, (Mr.' iJix,) ami by the Senator
from Missouri, (Mr. Bait-row,) to whom this whole question
is as familiar as a household term.ami the spirit of peace
lirrathed in every sentence and word uttered by both these
gentlemen.have fully satisfied me that, so for as depends
ujmn them, a fair ami liberal compromise of our difficulties
would not be in want of willing ami zealous advocates.
And this hope has been yet more strengthened by the re¬

cent speech of the Sentor from North Carolina, (Mr. Hay-
wooti,^ not now in his place. Knowing, as I thought I did,
the intimate relations, both personal ruid {political, which that
!^enat«ir liears to the Chief Magistrate'.knowing, too, that,
a^ chairman of the Committee on Commerce, it was his sjie-cinl duty to tweome informed in regard to all millers having a
bearing on the fcireign relations of the country, I did not
doulit, ami I do not now doubt, that every thing he said with
regard to the determination of the President tj accept, if of¬
fered by th< British Government, the same terms which hehad hirmelf proponed in July last, was perfectly well founded,and that suc.h an offer, if made, would lie accepted. I ilo not
mean to say, liecause I did not so understand the Senator,' >«t, in addressing this Imdy with regard to the o|rinions orpurpo es of the President, he sp>ke by any express and dele¬gate! authority. Uut | j0 mean to say that I have no doubt,

#

from hi* knowledge of the general view* of the President, ta¬
ken in connexion with certain omissions on the part of the
Executive, that when he announced to us that the President
would feel himself in honor Ixnind to anrpl hut own offer, if
now reciprocated by Great Britain, he spoke that which he
knew to be true. And thin opinion waa yet more strengthen¬ed and confirmed bv what I found to be the effect of his speech
oil the two Scuators 1 have nuiued.the leaders, if they will
permit me to call them so, of the ultniists on this subject.I
mean the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Haxhxoaii,) and the
Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Allien.) He must have been an
undiscerning whites* of the set lie which took pitee in this
chamber immediately alter the speech of the senator from
North Carolina, (Mr. Haywood,) who must not have seen
that thoM> two Senators had consulted together with the view
of ascertaining how far the Senator from North Carolina
sjxtke by authority, and that the result of their consultation
wits a determination to catechise that Senator ; and, the bet¬
ter to avoid all mistake, that they reduced their interrogatory to
writing, in order that it might be propounded to him by the
Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Hannkuan ;) and, if it was not
answered, that it waa then to be held as constructively an¬
swered by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Allkx.) What the
result of the denouement was, 1 do not pretend to know ; but
this I will venture to say, that in the keen encounter of wits
to which their colloquy led, the two Senators who commenc¬
ed it got rulher the worst of the contest. My hope and belief
has lieen yet further strengthened by what has not since haji-
pened. The speech of the Senator from North Carolina wus
made on Thursday, and though a week has nearly elapsedsince that time, notwithstanding the anxious solicitude of both
those Senators, and their evident desire to set the public right
on that subject, we have from that day to this heard from nei¬
ther of the gentlemen the slightest intimation that the con¬
struction given to the message by the Senator from North Ca¬
rolina was not a true one.

Mr. HANNEGAN. I refer the Senator to the columns of
the government paper.

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well. I am glad to hear, from
one who has a right to know what all the relations of the Pre¬
sident are, that the [taper he alludes to is .. the government
paper <" because, as I read what i« in the government paper
to which he refers, it seems to me as clear as tlie sun at noou
that the Senator from North Carolina was right, and the Se¬
nators from Indiana and Ohio were wrong. It was not my
purpose to have made use of extracts from that paper, ns the
organ of the Government by name ; but now we have it ad¬
mitted from very high authority that that papier is the organ
of the Government. I believe, however, theie was a time
when the Senator from Indiana would have very promptly dis¬
claimed tlie authority ofthat organ.

Mr. HANNEGAN. I do not speak beyond the authoritywhich I And in the paiter itself.
Mr. JOHNSON. That is quite sufficient. I am content

with the Senator's judgment as being quite correct. But, to
resume. On Friday night, after the scene to which I have al¬
luded, and which apparently threw so much dismay over the
few or the many (whether they are few or many will ap|>ear
hereafter) who go for S4° 40' or a war, and after the atten¬
tion of the President must have been called to what had pass¬ed in this chaml>er, we ore told, in relation to the conduct
which the President is likely to pursue in this controversy, that
*'hi« future course must lie judged by his past conduct;" that
is, whether he will accept the offer of 49° may be decided bythe feet that he formerly offered 49°. Nor is this all. In
cautious and honeyed words, (of which the editor of that printis so complete a master,) he reads a mild lecture to the Sena¬
tors from Indiana and Ohio, and all who concur with them in
their view* of this matter. After saying of Senators on this
side of the ch&ml>er, who were evidently enjoying the corrus-
cations which took place on tlie other side of it, and chuckling
over what the storm foreboded, the editor ghes on to say," The generous spirit of the Senators will prevent their repe¬tition." Our friends from Indiana and Ohio are no longer
.eon catechising the Senator from North Carolina. " They
are all the friends of the President." As much as Ui say to
the SenaU>r from Indiana, It is all useless. " No evanescent
' remarks Will swerve him from his course, nor disturb that
' self-balanced equanimity of spirit which graces the Chief
' Magistrate, who ia determined to do his dnty, amid all the
* difficulties that beset his path, whether they procccd from
' |N>litical enemies or his friends at home, or from the Cabi-
* nets of foreign nat oils." Whatever, therefore, may pro¬ceed from the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Hairihar,) or the
Senatorfrom Ohio, (Mr. Alls*,) wo are U»ld that the arlf-
Ibalanced mind of the Chief Magistrate will proceed in the
course of duty regardless of all difficulties, come they from
what source they may. If that is given by authority from
the President, then I conceive that the 8enatorfrom Indiana
is the lender of a forlorn §fope. [A laugh.]Mr. HANNEGAN. A hope, however, that will lead to
victory.

Mr. JOHNSON. Then it will be a victory over your ownPresident. [A laugh.]
I say, therefore, that though my mind, at the commence¬

ment of this session, and ever since the inaugural address wus
delivered, had undergone the moat intense and agonriwgalann, it is now com|taratively eaay, and it is ao trcai the
settled and abiding conviction that the President esteems him
.elf in honor bound to settle this controversy hemafter as he
o/Vr^d o» ¦ l Ilk « im Wr lm !/> I nil «J«*Wn
lie my object to prove that the honor of the country is bound
to that settlement.

I will now advert to anme facts having a 1tearing on tlie
controversy in regard to the question of title.
And the first fact to which I advert is. that from 1789 to

the present hour England hu Iwon in the practical enjoymentof right* in the disputed territory; in connexion originallywith SpAin from the year 179*2; in connexion with the Uni¬
ted States, as standing upon our own title, liefore 1819 ; and
by the express authority and recognition of the United State*
by the convention of the 20th of October, 1818, renewed on
the Cth of August, 1827, and continued to the present hour.
a space of more than fifty year*. To what extent she enjoy¬ed these right* is another subject of inquiry ; but that she
practically alleged the jmssession of right* on that coast; that
those rights were recognised by Spain, ami from 1792 to 1818
practically recogriaed by the United State*, and fiom 1818 to
this day expressly recognised by treaty, are fact* aliout which
there can be no controversy. How did *he maintain the right*thus practically exercised * Whence were they derived ' (whe¬ther correctly or not, i* another question ;) but whence did
she pretend to derive them > First, from discoveries of her
own. Her *erond ground waM> tlmt that whole territory was
in such a condition that no exclusive right of sovereignty over
it existed in any nation, and tliat the convention of No<>tka
wa* founded on the principle that the coast and territory were
in such anomalous condition as to he o|ien to settlement and
occupation by any and every nation wherever settlement* had
not previously been made. This was the ground assumed byEngland. What stood in the way of its acknowledgment >
First, the Spanish title acquired by discovery and alleged suit-
sequent |tosM'M»ion ; secondly, the American title asserted on
the ground of discovery and j<ossession ; and third, the Rus¬
sian title supported in the same way.

While England was in the exercise of these rights, by whom
were they ever questioned ' Not by the United States, till
recently ; not by Spain, after the treaty of 1790 ; not by Rus¬
sia, after her treaty with England in 1824. And, as far as
we are concerned, our trenty in 1827 went on the admission
(or el*e those who negotiated it were false to their trust) that
there were some rights in England in some portion of that
territory. Now, when the treaty of 1818 wag made, the Uni¬
ted States Government wa* far from claiming n right to the
country under the S|«nish title ; for we claimed on our own
right directly against the title of Spain. We claimed by our
own discovery and our own settlement, made in the exercise
of our own alleged national rights.rights that were inconsist¬
ent with the title of any Iwdy else, whether that title was al¬
leged to rest on discovery, jMMscssion, or any other ground.From 1775 to this day, Spiin has never had possession of anypart of the territory north of 42° ; and, during the greater partof that time, having lost her |>o<eesKioris in the interior and
l<t*t all her Am-rican colonies of every kind, she has had nofoothold since 1819 on tlis American continent. From 1795
to t*t» is twenty-four years ; ami if Spain was harred by theabandonment of the coast, if we claimed under Spain in 1819,might not our title well he said to lie liarred also >

Now, in my judgment, it wi.uld be better for the re«q»ectivepretensi^rfW of the parties if the Nootka convention of 1790
was held to lie terminated by the war of'96 and never revived.If that convention was terminated and the English (lossewioiiHin Oregon are not to he attributed to it, and not considered as
!>eing ceded by that treaty, then her |K>sxc*Mon is adverse to
Spain ami all the world. And if her |>o«*en«ion in Oregonhas been adverse to the title of Spain, from 179C to 1819,N|min having aliandoiied this |»rt of the continent ever since
1795, f would like to know whether the adverse rights ofEngland, as against Spain, might not be well defended.

I am not here to contend that the c invention of 1790 was
abrogated by the war of 1796, or that it was not; or that it
was revived by the treaty of 1814, which made provision forthe revival of commerrial treaties Imtwcen the two nations.What 1 maintain is, that it would lie lietter for onr title to con¬sider the treaty of 1790 as in force than as annulled.
How did we (until lately) undertake to make out our title'First, from the discovery of the month of the Columbia ri¬

ver by Gray, and from his entrance into the river and sailing
some distance up its stream. I have no doulit ti'nl he did dis¬
cover it and did enter it. Secondly, from the exploration of
the river trom its head-wnters down to the ocean by Lewisand Clarke. Of that exploration there can be no dmilit.Thirdly, from the treaty of Louisiana ; and fourthly, from the
Florida trenty in 1819.
Now the Senate will at once perceive that, so far as these

several grounds of title go, they are inconsistent with the va-
lidjty of each other. If we had aright to Oregon in 1818
we had that right by our own discovery. If we had no rightsthere then, it must have lieen because the title was either in
France or Spain. And then if we derived a valid title from
France there waa no title in H|min. If we derive our title
from Spnin, then it can only be liecanse we hail no title from
our own discovery or froii) the transfer of the country l»yFranee.

If we look at the diplomatic correspondence which preceded

the convention of 1018, we (ball find that the United States
maintained the vaiity of our title just as stoutly then w it doe*
now. We contended that oar right tu Oregon wu au origi¬
nal independent right; and we made k out to a portion of the
territory, but that portion included no more than the country
draiued by the waters of the Columbia river. Thia carried us

up t<» about latitude 49°, unless some of the interior branches
went higher than thai. If this title be denied, then our other
title (and a much better one) was derived from the French
grant. So far it ia manifest that we could pretend to no claim
at all beyond latitude 49°.

In 1713 the treaty of Utrecht waa made, by the tenth ar¬

ticle of which it waa provided that France ahould restore to
Great Britain the poiisesnion of the coast of Hudaon Bay,
and that commissaries should be appointed by each party to
determine the limiU between live Briiiah poasoasions on Hud¬
aon Bay and the pos^essiona of France, and in like maimer
to run another line aeptirating the British and the French
coloitics. 1 know that the present doctrine ia that that line
waa never established, but 1 aay that it doea not lie in our
moulh to deny ita eatabliahment. I will now read from a

paper communicate*I to Preaident Madiaon by Mr. Monroe,
then our Miniater at the Court of St. Jamea, drawn up ex-

presrtly to justify our Government in refusing to ratify the fifth
article of the treaty, notwithatanding that treaty had hoen
aigned under instructions which included the fifth article with
the residue of the treaty. Mr. Monroe communicates to the
Briiiah Government the fact tliat tlios instruction* were grant¬
ed at a time wheu the )*oui*iaiia treaty had not been entered
into, and consequently without any reference to that treaty.
But, as we hod a short time afterwards got possession of Lou¬
isiana, and before thia fifth article was ratified, we had under
that treaty a right to go quite up to the parallel of 49 ; and he
places it <>n the exproes ground thut the line of 49 had been
established according to the tenth article of the treaty of
Utrecht in 1713. Hoar what he says. [Mr. J. here quoted
Irom Mr. Monroe.] Here he telle the British Government
that commisaariea had established the line according to that
treaty, and, when the boundary reached the parallel of 49, it
ran westwuidly along that parallel indefinitely, towards the
ocean. And horn the earliest period, ever since 1713, which
was the date of the treuty of Utrecht, that boundary line is to
be found on evtry map of authority from that day to this. I
said that tho modern doctrine (broached, as I believe, for the
lirHt time by Mr. Greenhow) is that that line never was in
fact run. Why, sir, it never was contemplated to be run

ftfiysically. Tile treaty does not say thsl it shall be run ; tha
treaty sayn that it Hhall be " descrilni]," and it was ho de¬
scribed, as we contend on the authority of Mr. Monroe, de¬
rived from President Madison. It was described as intended
to run on the 49th parallel of latitude, indefinitely.that is,
to the ocean.

I moke bold to say that, at the period of the 5th of Sep¬
tember, 1804, no agent of the Government had so much as

pretended to any claim on our part beyond this line of 49,
but up to that line that our title was clear and undeniable,
and so I think it is. But, in the condition in which our title
tUm stands, I hold that necessity demands a compromise. I
think there is no Senator but must admit that in aliseoce of
ail compromise war is inevitable. Spain has relinquished all
her claim; Russia claims nothing south of 5-1° 40'; and
there is no other Government which asserts a title to tire
country lietween the parallels of 42 and 54 but England and
4>e United States.
How should we have to settle this if it was a new question }

After we have induced the subjects of Great Britain to come
into the country and hold it in common with ourselves, under
fhe treaty of 1818 ; and after we have renewed that treaty
in 1827, leaving the question of sovereignty undecided ; and
after we have permitted and invited England to extend her
iaws over thein as we propose to extend ours, what does mag¬
nanimity and real honor require at our handB Obviously a
fair and honorable division of the territory. And if this can
be done by the adoption of a line peculiarly appropriate to
constitute a boundary, then I hold it is proper, on our part, to

>n such a lihe. Now, I ask what is our boundary with
;the English possessions east of the Rocky Mountains ? The
parallel of 49. What is the most natural bouudary for us to
adopt west of those ^untains ? The parallel of 49. What
Mite was established under the provisions of the treaty of
Utrecht as I icing the most natural and proper for a boundary?
The parallel of 49. Whut is the line that should be adopt¬
ed, looking to the relative advantages of both parties ? The
parallel of 49. And I say that if this were now a new ques¬
tion, coming up for the first time lie(ore an American Con¬
gress, the national honor, so far from being violated by
the adoption of that boundary, could, on the contrary, be
"preserved by this means only. Is it honorable in a high-
minded nation to tell the subjects of another nation to come
in with ttieir laws ; to iuvile them over and over agiin to ex¬
tend their p >ssetwious in the country ; and then, after we have
got them in, they fondly believing that they were to live
under the protection of British law and British power, to say
to these same persons, " Retire, go out of the country, or
we will extend over you our laws exclusively !" I admit, as
to the question of right, that a title by possession cannot lie
maintained by either ]iarty, and the treaty of 1818, which
provided for the common use of the territory by lioth, did not
alfcet the previous title of either5 an the contrary, it con¬
tained an exprees provuaon that it shonld have no such effect.

It,"1"* «>i»iJiMmm at Lb* -'¦nrarter ef
Ibf transaction, the manner ia which it originated, and what
was declared to be its purpose, that it is no more than right
on the part of each of the nations to offer and accept a fair
division.

But it is not a new question ; and what the Government
has heretofore done imposes on us an imperative duty to settle
the controversy on the parallel of 49° if it can be done. In
1818 we projiosml that line to Great Britain as a boundary,
t»n;ether with the free navigation of the Columbia river ; in
1824 we |>ro;io*ed the same line without the navigation of the
river ; in 1826 the offer of 1818 waa renewed. In 1843, un¬
der Mr. Tyler, when the atteution of this Government was
again drawn to the subject, authority wAs given to our Minis¬
ter to renew the offers of 1818 and 1826, t>olh as to the line
and the river. *

Such was the condition of the *ut>ject when Mr. Polk came
into the Presidential chair. And what was hi* opinion ' I
said that, in my judgment, tike previous condui t of the Gov¬
ernment created a moral obligation of a* great a binding force
aii any moral obligation can (toese** to accept the line of 49°
if it can l>e obtained. What Kay* the Pre*ident in hia annual
message s
" In deference to-wh*t had been done hv ray predecw**ors,and especially in consideration tliat pro|>o*itions ol compromiaebad lieen thrive made by two preceding Adniiniitration*, toadjnatthe question on the parallel ol' forty-nine degree* and in two of

them yielding to Great Britain the "free navigation of the Colum¬
bia, ami that the pending negotiation had been commenced on
the ba*i* of compromiae, 1 deemed it to be my duly not abruptlyu» break it off . . . A proposition wa*Mcnrdingly made,which *11 rejected by the British Plenipotemiary, hcc. . *

The proposition thus offend and rejected, re|ieated tlie offer
oft lie parallel of forty-nine degree* of north latitude, which
Irid been made by two preceding Administration*, lee. . .

Hud this lieen a new question, cotWing under discussion for the
Urat time, this pro|>osi<iou would not have lieen made. The
extraordinary and wholly inadmissible demands of the Hritiali
Government, ami the rejection of the proposition made in de-
ferenee alone to what had betn done by my predecessor*, and
tltr imfitirit ubUgatim which tl*ir acti trmril to im/tour, afford
uttislaclory evidence that no compromise which the United
State* ought to accept can be effected."

Impose on whom ? On me, Jame* K. Pulk * No? im¬
pose on the American nation, of which he wa* the mere re¬
presentative : an obligation arising from the fact that, on four
different occasions, thi* offer had been authorized ; no that the
honor of the nation liound him now to renew it He renew*
accordingly the ofler of 1824, that is, the line of 49 ; but,with the exception of the navigation of the (?olumliia river, at
the same time giving England nome minor but substantial ad¬
vantage* in lieu of it. The question I now pro|ioiie to the friend*
of tlie President on thia floor (anil it ia a very obvious one) ia
this : If the previous ofler* of thia Government in 1818, 1824,
1821, and their renewal in 184ft, created an implied obliga¬tion on the President to settle our controversy on the same
term*, ia not that obligation now more imperative than ever,from the Irict that thePresident himself has repeated that very.oflef ' " Who ia James K. Poik ,'H was a question once nak¬
ed. We nil know now who he is, though there are some who
do not know what lie ia. He ia the President of the United
States. He speak* for the whole country ; he ia vested with
the authority so to speak, and his acts, in the exercise ol that
authority, are as binding on the United States as the met* of
any of his ptedecesaor* Ihey ran create an obligation, ex¬
press or implied, ju»t as strong as the acts of his predecessorscould do. If, in making his oiler to England, he wa* under
obligation from tlie acts of his predecessor*, how can any man
deny that, having made that offer, he is not hound to acceptit if it shall mm* to him from the other side '

Supposing he shall refute it, and go with the Senator from
Indiana for 54° 40', what will be the judgment of the world
when Mop land ask* u* to settle this question of title on terms
which we have five time* recognised as just and fair * There
can l>e but one opinion. What was right and |>roper in 1818,right and proper in 1824, right and proper in 1820, right and
proper in 1843, right and proper in 1845, is right and proper
now. I.et u* go to war as soon ns we think proper after the
refusal of such an ofler, ami I use no extiavagaut languagewhen I s»y that from #»nr end of the civilized world to the
o'her the absolute and unmixed reprobation of the American
character, the deep and permanent disgrace of the American
name, will assuredly follow.

But I have no idea, not the moot remote, that we are to lie
subjected to any such degradation. I have an abiding, a set¬
tled confidence, which [ know cannot deceive me, that no
man standing in the relations in which the President admits
himself to lie placed, ami acting under an obligation which he
admit* to lie binding, and with a Senate beside him which I
make bold to say will, by much more than the constitutional
majority, affirm such an adjustment as I have referred to, will
refuse to make it, provided England give* him the opportuni¬
ty. I speak from an assurance derived from no other source
than that which I have before me on thia floor. The Senator
from New York who first addressed us, (Mr. Dix,) and the
Senator from Missouri who followed him, (Mr. ubwtow,)have both admitted, almost in word*, certainly in spirit, that

this dispute ought to be compromised; and though I do not
intend to catechiae any Senator, nor aak to be informed ot
the opinion entertained by any, yet froni the oft-repeated re¬
mark of the Senator troiu Michigan, (Mr. Cam,) though he
did at ftrat alann the Senate and the country, (if he will par¬don me for saying no,) yet he declared at the name time that
he feared a war, and that he would be the last man in the
land to deaire it t and I do not doubt that, if a suitable treatyshould come into thu Senate to-morrow, he would give it hw| aanction.| Mr. CASS. I will tell you about that when the time cornea.
[A laugh.]

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not want him to teU me. He may
spare me the remark. 1 know it in advauce. He will, how-
ever, have an opportunity to tell ua further, for I have no
doubt that in due lime a treaty will come hefore ua, in apiteof the opposition of the President's frienda aa well at of hi*
enemies.

. , ..And aa for the other Senator from New York, (Mr. 1)ick-
ixsos ) who commenced hia speech by telling ua that ha
would demonstrate our title up to 64° 40' to all who would
liaten, and who talked »o ua aliout the regard of Heaven being
conveyed to ua in tones which threatened war or 64° 40*, I
have just aa little doubt that if the queation cornea to 40° or

war, he Uikea 4#°. [Much merriment.]
There are some of our friends on the other side ol tlie

chamber, the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Bums*,) the Sen¬
ator from Ohio, (Mr. Alms,) and the Senator from Indiana,
(Mr. lUwsKHAW.) who all go for 54° 40' or fighting. Now, I
have'no doubt that the Senator from Indiana will "stick to
thaf, not parenthetically, but in fact. [A laugh.] II these
gentlemen will pardon me, I will veuture to say that they are
the Hotspurs of the Senate.I mean of course to point of
spirit, courage, and gallantry. The Senator from Indiana, 1
auppose, may be considered as the General; but the Senators
from Illinois and Ohio are certainly entitled to a distinguished
rank, lor they tell ua there is no danger of a war with Eng¬
land, and one of them expressed the opinion that England
could do ua no harm.

Mr. BREESE. I said no auch thing.
Mr. JOHNSON. I know you dkl not. You went for

war, in apite of all the harm she might do. But there are
others who think that no great harm can come out of war with
England. What was the ground taken by the Senator from
Ohio, (Mr. Ali.sh >) First, he told us that there would be
no war at all. And why ? Because England dare not fight us
single-handed.whether for Oregon or itay thing else. It is
a single match which bethinks she neverrtillundertake, (and
I hope in God she never may.) The Senator thinks, indeed,
that ifshe can get Russia tojoin withher,andFrance tqp, and has
Mexico to aid both, she may perhaps pluck up courage enough
to fight the United Slates ! The Senator says that.she is the
very feeblest Government on the face of the earth. This is
said by the chairman of the Committee ou Foreign Relations.
And what makes her feeble ? It is tlie adaptation of the steam
power to tlie naval marine ; it is her immense public debt di¬
vided among many thousand of her own citizens. And he
tells us finally, that, possessing these elements of obvious and
apparent weakness, she dare not repudiate her debt.a privi¬
lege which it seems the United States have.

Mr. ALLEN. I say that the word repudiation was not
used by me ; but the Senator knows that a slate of war sus¬

pends the interest due on foreign debt*. And she would not
liave this relief, because her debt is owing at home.

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not mean to say that war suspend¬
ed the payment of her own debt. I was speaking of her own
debt. Yet, in the sume breath, the Senator said that England
dare not repudiate, and he finally held her up to the world as
" a pauper." And this was to inspire us with a sense of her
absolute weakness. But, to deepen that impression still more.
to remove all dread of England to an infinite distance, he
went on to tell us that England is as feeble as an unborn in¬
fant. And by way of stating a fact, which genius only was

equal to, he went on to describe to us this infant as " reposing
in the lap of the past." [Much laughter.]
Then the Senatorfrom Illinois asked us what there is about

a war with England to frighten us ^ Coukl it be her navy *

Give us but twelve months' notice, (and this we shall liave by
ihe treaty,) and we should have a larger navy than England
ever had. Thank God for that! And then, I suppose that
if all the other European Powers should unite their naval
power with that of England, give ustwo years'notice, and we
will create a na"y greater than the whole. But how is this
navy of ours to be obtained ? By converting our New York
liners into frigates. No doubt the Senator believed this state¬
ment to be perfectly correct; and he went so far a* to tell us
that there was not one of those vessels but would be a full
match for a British frigate! And, as for steamers, though we
had none quite so large as those lately built in England, yet
we could ruakr ours go twenty-seven miles an hour, which, 1
suppose, would be a very great advantage, either in running
after an enemy, or running away from him ! [A laugh.]
It is strange that Senators here, with all their opportuni-
ties to know the true condition of tilings, and our actual rela-
tion to the power of other nations, can utter, gravely, from
their place in this chamber, things which seem so monstrous
to all common sense. Unless the President holds himself un¬
der an implied obligation to settle the existing dispute, and
the Senate hall ihiok no too, it might now become n«ceag«gto "prepaie tb" hearts <*f the nation fqr war Witboot an*
intention to -tpvak wftli A. -;«jr%gem«sot *4th«- i-pin»vn*ot
genttMMi, . rai.n t -eosrfwk thai What I yow.d a oetu-r
opinion has (*..«. mywr'ird by the Hcimlor from Michigan,(Mr. C*a»,) -MKl the Senator fruia New York, (Mr. Dix.)when they toM .<* that Englaud never was prejsired to strike
a heavier Mow than at this moment, and that there is no
nation on the globe whose power is greater, or whom it woukl
be more dangerous for us to encounter. But, says the Sena¬
tor from Illinois, I*et the war come ; she can do us no great
hartn; we mav lose a few merchant ships, and I think he
said a few sloops of war, but they would be easily replaced.No doubt the Senator really thinks the fact to l»e so. "No
great harm !" Has he taken into his estimate the oceans of
blood lhat will I* spilt' the agonies of the battle-field >
the shrieks of the dying ' the still more terrific shrieks of wi¬
dows anil orphans ' the depreciation of the public moral* '
the nrrest of civilization f the outrages on humanity ' Will
the Senator nay that these ate no great evils, and that these
things can "easily be replaced'" The Sen# tor from New
York who last spoke (Mr. Dickinsox) told us, however,
that there were women enough to hind up our wounds. Ay,but there are no women who can bring back the dead. No
touch of a weeping wife will avail to bring back her husband
from the grave. And 110 power short ol the divine influx of
Christianity, ami that exercised through a long series of yetfhi,
can bring back to the community the weakened ami waning
sense of moral obligation. No valor can bring bock to their
original prosperity and brightness our desolated and blackened
coasts, our ravaginl cities, and, alwve all, place us, where God
intended we shoul.' be, really and truly at peace with our
fellow-men.

I am bold to say.and I any it in no spirit of depreciation
of the valor of my countrymen.I ray it with a full conviction
that they are e<|uul to any emergency.let war come upon us
because wc have refused our own terma, offered hy us ov«t
and over again, and the reaponsihUity of those who shall bringit upon ua will be not only heavy enough to aink a navy, but
will cause them to live, as^ong an God Khali stiller them to
live in thia world, in a state of svlf-repropch and mental agonyaltogether indescribable. I fancy I know how those Senators
would feel when a widowed wife shall approach ona ot them,and, looking him reproachfully in the face, shall say, " You
are the cause of all this wretchedness; a false sense of na¬
tional honor goaded you on, till you have brought upon us all
this misery. There lies iny husb.ind, a blackened corse ; and
here am I, with my orphan children, the most wretched of
women ; and all for nothing ! for, afler all, Oregon ia lost."
And the Senator from Illinois will pardon me for nying that
he would hang his head in unmitigated regret and shame { he
would call the mountains to fill on him ; he would give the
wculih of the world, if he had it, to bring Imck that general
peace and happiness which, but for him, might have continu¬
ed long to hiesri his native land.
The age we live in denounces war.that savage beastlymode of settling either territorial or individual controversies.

As has been recently said by one nqpv on the verge of the
grave, and whose whole life has been devoted to the cause
of benevolence, " War is fit only for wild beasts, but is be¬
neath the reason and the dignity of man." And as has been
lieautifully said by one of England's proudest sons, " The dry¬ing up of a single tear confers more honest fame than shedding
seas of gore." The spirit of the age denounces such savage
barbarity. That spirit which led two powerful Governments to
make an amicalde and honorable arrangement of a dispute,
once so threatening, in regard to our northeastern boundary.
a settlement which the Senator from Ohio thoaght proper to
stigmatize as dishonorable to the nation.if there were nothingelse in the life of the American negotiator who participated in
that happy result.if he had not before, and often, both in tbe
forum and in the public councils of thia nation, filled the mea-
aure of human renown.thia alone has won for him a reputa¬tion for penetrating sagacity, for matchless intellectual power,for sterling patriotism, such as has rarely lieen equalled, never
surpassed, by any statesman, dead or living. I lieg pardonfor speaking thus h» ths presence in which I stand : I am de¬
fending the nation, not the negotiator.
The Senate will pardon me for saying that so commanding,

so powerful was the influence of a part of that corretpmd-ence on a subject which threatened to involve the country in
war, that I.onl Aberdeen, after reading ths views of the
American negotiator on the right of search, pronounced the
prediction that from that day forward no impressment would
again be ma le of an American sailor. Yet my friend from
Ohio seems 'to think that in that negotiation the national honor
was seriously injured.

Mr. SKVIEK. If the Senator will pardon tho interrup¬tion, I should be glad to ask his authority for stating that such
was the remark of Lord Abenleen *

Mr. JOHNSON. I speak from personal authority. I
thought I said so.

If such ends can l»e acoornplis!red by negotiation, if s»»ch
enda have been accomplished, I invite Senators, in jus¬
tice to themselves, in charity to the nation, to support, one
and all, what I have no doulit they wish should be the deter¬
mination of tha Chief Magistral*, to settle th« present con-

irovurwy by the name means. Lat the Senator from Indian*(Mr. leawi U» raalraiu what I B^ay be permittedto call his impetuous patriotism. I*et bim iiat suffer it to run
riot. I'«t bim give himself up to nodwam of na'iooalhoftorjwhile be w blind to all the obligation* which Christianity and
which humanity impose. Lat him take no course Uiat wilt
not leave a* he ithia natisa couutry blooming lika tha rose.
Carrv not desolation of havoc through every comer oi tha
land and, above all, let him poraue that couiae, and be an
mated by that spirit, which shall bring on u. the praise and
approbation instead of the curses of the wprid.

1 am not here (continued Mr. Johwbom) foe the purpose <4
availing the validity of the American title, and11 wirfinot to
he nSderstood. The title, and tbe .uean. uf defending£are in the hands of the proper legitimate department ^ tha
Government, and whibt thua in other handa, I am not about
to point out the extent to which I think our tide gov, and
when I am sum the President inlands to carry it, unlaasdnveu
into a war by the obstinacy rf England. I would "*ther m<
head should be stricken off than awaken the American bee t
into being the aggressor ; but it is not necessary to trouble tlu-
Senate upon this point.How is the negotiation to be again resumed f wnttt
the steps most likely to bring about this result> Are they to
remain as tliey are, or is the advice of the President to «S to be
idoplfd * I confftM that on this wibject my miiw nw well
solicitously anxious, and haa undergone- recently a change,and that change haa been owing to facta to which 1 havealready alluded, impressing me with the conviction, in whichI am sure 1 cannot be misled, that tbe Preaident's motives are
peaceful. In what condition are we now f The title to
Oregon.Oregon, all or none.may be made, not in the
hands of Senators of the United States, for they are incapableof turning it to such a purpose ; it may be made, I Bay, a partywatchword ; it may be made to fill tbe whole land, and la*
it into a state of foveriah excitement. Emigrants to that ter¬
ritory, taking the excitement with them t members of the
Senate, in the exercise of their admitted authority, proclaimingto those emigrants that they stand on American aoil and ought
to be protected exclusively by American laws, and that everyEnglishman is a trespasser ; a divided jurisdiction i one sys¬
tem of laws extending its protecting arm over our household,and another system over another 5 a conflict in my judgmentin such a case would be inevitable. The state of thing, pro¬vided for by the treaty of 1818, and continued by that of 1827,
cannot last, nor w.ll it last. How, then, is a conflict to be
avoided > Clearly by bringing tikis state of thmgs to an end,
bv dividing the disputed territory, by erecting each portion
into a separate sovereignty, to be placed under the armed ju¬risdiction of its own Government. This can only be done byal«ogating the treaty. England does not-give the notice,
and, unless we do, all the dangers to which I have referred
will follow.,I thiuk the notice ought to be given, and l«fore I sit down
I shall propose a form of notice, somewhat different, but sub¬
stantially the same with one which has already been submitted
to the consideration of the Senate. If I was satisfied that all
that to which I have alluded would not drive us into a con¬
flict, I should infinitely prefer the present condition of thing..The advice of the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. tit-
rouh,) the opinion which he has expressed, wisely expreasedexpressed in the very spirit of wisdom.thst our policyshould be a masterly inactivity, is the true policy for this na¬
tion. By emigration we would, in the course of time, neces¬
sarily have made the territory ours. But that masterly inac¬
tivity has ceased to be masterly, because of the unnuuterlyactivity of some others. But I am sure, without knowingindividually what the opinion of the honorable Senator to
whom I have alluded now is, he will agree with me that the
day for masterly inactivity is gone. And let me say that wo
are in the discharge of a function of awful and tremendous
responsibility.with the civilized world sitting in judgment
upon us ; with the eyes of the people of this counOy turned
with deep and intense solicitude towards us; with the hopes'of humanity, the progress of Christian faith and Christian
triumphs resting on what the Senate ofthe United States maybe willing to do. Every lover of constitutional freedom,wherever he may be found, look, with intenae anxiety to the
judgment and the decision of the RepresentaUve. of thia free
Republic. Ifwe act wisely, humanely, in a Christian spmt,in that spirit which prevailed aa the highest and most earnest
wish of Heaven, that there shall be peace on earth, good will
to men, we will go on prospering and to prosper . But if wo
act otherwise 5 if we give ourselves up to the leading of impe¬tuous spirito ; if we are reckless, regardless of tbe obligationsof humanity and Christianity ; ifwe fly in the face of the spiritof peace, in which a Republic can alone live, I repeat, so fsr
from having the blesaings of the world upon us, we will godown to posterity as the enemies of all good. And I think it
is our duty to apply to that God, whom we all in common
adore, and invoke his mercy to save ua from those desolatingcalamities with which we have been threatened, and preserve
as a peaceful and happy nation.

_I propose, then, in concluding, to oner, by way of amend-
Yneut to the resolution which came from the House of Repre¬sentatives on this subject, and a. a sub^tute for that resolu¬
tion, the preamble and resolutions offered by the Senator from
Kentucky, (Mr. Ckittxwde*,) with this difference : provid¬
ing, always, that, of deferring tie
aid am-dd.ncoc proposed, to oe guru, irom and af'wr the tsr

mini and after tha first day df Jnna next. With this altera'
won, I shsll mow the adoption of those resolutions, andceaso
to trouble the Senate fiarth' on the sul>j"ct.Mr. BREE«5 mi*\ he did not ri tor the purpose A re^y -

ing to the arguments of the honorable Senator ; but the Sena¬
tor had asked a question or two which perhaps it would notbe improper for him now to answer. It was in vain, in his
apprehension, to say that the spirit of the age and of Chris¬
tianity was opposed to war, if that war was to be waged in
defence of national rights and national honor. He wookl ask
the Senator whether he does not consider national honor to
be a valuable possession, and that no people ought to neglect
to preserve their honor unsullied, and if it be proper for him
to allude to the horrors and calamities of a war waged in de¬
fence of national rights > The argument, be thought, if sus¬
tained, would put an end at once to the obligation, resting
upon the country to defend its right.. It wa. not the spirit ofthe age, he apprehended.at any rate, it was not the spirit of
the American paople to suiter encroachments upon their rights ;they would resist tliem to the death. And he wooId ask, far¬
ther, as the Senator had referred to tbe subject, and had assi-
milated him, together with the Senators from Indiana and
Ohio, to a character delineated by Shakspeare, he wOuld askthe Senator if he recollects, in the works of that great deline¬
ator of Human passions and human nature, a scene which oc¬
curred between Hotspur, Glendower, and Mortimer, when, in
anticipation of success in the enterprise in which they were
engaged, they proposed to divide the kingdom. Hotspur ssvs :

" Methinks my moietyEqual* in quantity not one of yours :
See how this river eomes me cranking in,And cuts me, from the best of all my land,A huge half moon."

There wan another passage in the name author which would
apply more properly an descriptive of Kin own feeling in rela-ti'Mi to the Oregon controversy. He would give twice a« tnuch
to any one deserving of the name of friend j hut, in a disputewith a nation to whom that name did not apply, he would

.. Cavil npon the ninth part of a hair."
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, aaid he was very muchplenaed with the passage from the poet which the Senator had

recited, for he now raw the authority on which the Senatorintended to axwert our title to the whole of Oregon.But in relation to another question, an to whether he meant
to aay that the spirit of the age wan against a war for the de¬fence of clear and substantial national righta. The Senatorcould not serionsly suppose that he would abandon any auch *

righta; he would leave the war, however, to lie produced bythe adversary, and not liy ournelvea. But he had yet to learntfcst the adjustment of the controversy by the President, uponthe terma of hia own choice, would lie an abandonment of na¬tional honor.
The Senate adjourned.
Olar* MiftrvACTomt*..There are now nineteen flint-

glass manufactories (says the Brooklyn Advertiser) in full
operation in this country, affording employment to upwards
of six thousand persons. Before the passage of the tariff of
1842 there were but four or five in operation, some of them
put partially worked, and the workmen were idle. The ope¬
ratives are all now employed, their wages thirty three per oenL
higher than in 1842, and the glass ia of superior manufacture
to a foreign article. Three millions of dollars are annually
expended in American materials and labor by our manufactu¬
rers in this branch of industry, and not twenty-four thouaand
dollar* for foreign products. If the proposed reduction of the
tariff takes place, it will in a great measure destroy the Ameri¬
can manufactories of flint glass, throw a great number out of
employment, and destrdy the consumption of the products of
American labor to the amount of a million and a> half of dol¬
lars. This money will go to Europe to pay for European pro¬
ducts and European labor. This interest particularly requires
protection, because there are so many interests Itenefited, the
whole materials used coming from the bowels of the earth,
and are therefore a clear gain to the country.
The Martindburg (Va.) Gazette, one of the very best of

the inland papers, has enteied upon its forty-seventh volume,
snd will hereafter lie publiahed by Messrs. J. E. Steuart and
H. K. Gregg. Mr. S. will still continue to be its editor-

Many of the finest collections of unpublished churrh mu«*c
have long existed in the Pontifical States, nnd especial!) in
Rome, some of which are from the most distinguished compo¬
sers. The Pope has now appointed a commission to exa<i>it*
these valuable stores and to publish the best of them. Tf|e
commission having made the examination, have annou '4
the early publication of some of the music.


